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1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF REMARKS MADE TO THE PRESS BY 
SYRIAN FONMIN KHADDAM AND SECRETARY KISSINGER AFTERNOON 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 22: 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM: QUOTE. FIRST OF ALL, I 
WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE, DR. KISSINGER, FOR HIS EXTENDING TO ME THE INVITA- 
TION TO VISIT HIM IN WASHINGTON SO AS TO DISCUSS WITH HIM 
MATTERS THAT RELATE TO THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

THIS VISIT CAME WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE VISIT OF FORMER 
PRESIDENT NIXON TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND MORE SPECIFICALLY TO 
SYRIA. THEREFORE, IT IS NATURAL THAT OUR DISCUSSIONS HERE 
SHOULD AIM AT CONTINUING THE EFFORTS FOR A JUST PEACE IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST. BECAUSE WE FEEL THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO 
GIVE THESE EFFORTS THE OPPORTUNITY AND THE CHANCE TO ACHIEVE 
A PERMANENT, DURABLE AND JUST PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST, WE 
HAD TODAY S SESSION OF DISCUSSIONS AND TALKS WHICH WERE 
PROFITABLE AND CONSTRUCTIVE. WE SHALL CONTINUE THESE TALKS 
TOMORROW. I WOULD LIKE TO REITERATE MY THANKS, MY GRATI- 
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HIM HERE IN WASHINGTON. END QUOTE. 

3. SECRETARY KISSINGER: QUOTE. WELL, I WANTED TO SAY 
ALSO THAT FIRST OF ALL WE CONSIDER THIS A VERY IMPORTANT 
VISIT. IT IS THE FIRST VISIT OF A SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
TO THE UNITED STATES IN MANY YEARS. WE ARE WORKING ON 
CRUCIAL PROBLEMS FOR THE PEACE OF THE WORLD, A JUST AND 
LASTING SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEMS OF THE MIDDLE EAST. WE 
AGREED. AS THE FOREIGN MINISTER HAS SAID. THAT THESE NEGO- 
TIATIONS MUST BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUCCEED IN AN 
ATMOSPHERE WHICH IS CONDUCIVE TO NEGOTIATIONS. WE WILL 
CONTINUE OUR TALKS. WE WILL HAVE A BRIEF TALK LATER TODAY 
WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT-DESIGNATE AND WE WILL HAVE A 
LONGER SESSION TOMORROW. THANK YOU. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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